
had a normal puerperium. The mother of the girl was only
31 years of age at that time and had a daughter nearly
four years older than the one confined. I am familiar with
another case in which the mother was less than 13 years and
6 months old. I confined a girl in 1893, who stated to me that
she had never menstruated and was less than 14 years old.
This was afterward verified by her mother. She had no hair
on the pubes, no enlargment of breasts or other signs of
puberty. Very truly, L. Drakely Rood, M.D.

Abdominal Surgery. By J. Greig Smith, M.A., F.R.S.E. Sixth
Edition[ill] Edited by James Swain, M.S., M.D., etc. Two
Volumes, 8vo, cloth. Pp. 1171. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston,
Son & Co. 1897. [E. H. Colegrove & Co., Chicago Agents.]
Price $10.00.
"Less than a year had elapsed," says the writer, "from the

publication of the fifth edition of this work when it became
necessary to issue a sixth." The editor was actively engaged
in the preparation of the fifth by abstracting literature, and
the author recognized his assistance by requesting him to edit
the sixth edition, but he had scarcely finished the first 100
pages when the death of the distinguished author occurred.
Little change had been necessary to make in the text except

such as the progress of surgery has made necessary. The
chapter on Hysteropexy has been rewritten.
It is altogether unnecessary for us to commend to our read-

ers this masterly work. It is sufficient to say that the present
edition is unsurpassed.
The first volume contains six sections, viz. : 1, Diagnosis of

Abdominal Tumors; 2, Abdominal Operations Considered Gen-
erally; 3, Operations on the Ovaries, the Fallopian Tubes and
The Broad Ligaments; 4, Operations on the Non-Gravid Ute¬
rus ; 5, Operations on the Gravid Uterus and for Ectopie
Gestation ; 6, Operations on the Stomach.
The second volume contains eight sections, viz. : 7, Opera¬

tions on the Intestines ; 8, Operations on the Kidneys and the
Ureters ; 9, Abdominal Operations on the Urinary Bladder ;
10, Operations on the Liver, the Gall-bladder and the Biliary
Ducts ; 11, Operations on the Spleen ; 12, Operations on the
Pancreas ; *13, Unclassified Operations for Growths and Cysts
in Omentum, Mesentery, Peritoneum and Parietes ; 14, Oper¬
ations for Abdominal Injuries ; 15, Operations for Peritonitis
and ite Effects.
Text-Book of Physiology. Edited by E. A. Schaefer, LL.D.,
F.R.S., etc. Volume I. Pp. 1036. Edingburghand London:
Young J. Pentland. New York: Macmillan Company. 1898.
[From A. C. McClurg & Company, Chicago.]
This work is intended to be exhaustive and to furnish in an

accessible form the substance of the literature of the world
bearing upon the subject, so as to render it largely unnecessary
for the student of physiology of the higher class to consult
original papers in foreign languages.
The first volume deals mainly with the chemic constitution

and the chemic processes of the animal body and with those
physical and chemic phenomena which are connected with the
production and elaboration of the secretions and other fluids
of the body. The work is thorough and well finished.
The contributors to this volume are: J. S. Edkins, M.D. ;

Arthur Gamgee, M.D. ; W. H. Gaskell, M.D., LL.D. ; Francis
Gotch, B. Sc. ; Albert Gray, M.D. ; J. Berry Haycraft, D. Sc.,
M.D. ; W. D. Halliburton, M.D., F.R.S. ; LeonardHill,M.D. ; F.
Gowland Hopkins, B. Sc.,M.D. ; J. N. Langley, M.D., LL.D.,
F.R.S.; B. Moore, M.A.; D. Noel Paton, M.D.; M. S. Pem-
brey, M.D. ; E. Waymouth Reid, M.B. ; W. H. R. Rivers,
M.D. ; J. Burdon Sanderson, M.D., D.C.L., F.R.S. ; E. A.
Schaefer, LL.D., F.R.S. ; C. S. Sherrington, M.D., F.R.S. ;
E. H. Starling, M.D.

Uric Acid as a Factor in the Causation of Disease.\p=m-\AContribution
to the Pathology of High Blood Pressure, Headache, Epi-
lepsy, Mental Depression, Paroxysmal Hemoglobinuria and
Anemia, Bright's Disease, Gout, Rheumatism and other
Disorders. By Alexander Haig, M.A., M.D. Oxon., F.R.
C.P. Fourth Edition with 65 Illustrations, pp. 698. Phila-
delphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Company. 1898. [E. H. Cole-
grove, Chicago Agent.] Price $3.00.
This work first appeared in 1892, the second edition in 1894,

the third edition in 1896 and the fourth English edition in 1897.
To those who believe that all ills in the human body, with a

few exceptions, are due to uric acid, and "to be alkaline is to
be happy," Alexander Haig appears as an enviable apostle and
his book as the light of the world. We take pleasure in wel-
coming this new edition as embodying all the evil that can be
said of uric acid and a thorough scientific demonstration of its
baleful effects on the human body. To those not familiar with
the work the book will be a revelation, not only on account of the
undisputed facts which the author produces, but for the force-
ful manner in which they are arranged. That the work has
passed to its fourth edition is plain evidence, if any were

needed, as to the popularity of the work.
The Genesis and Dissolution of the Faculty of Speech. A Clinical
and Psychological Study of Aphasia. By Joseph Collins,
M.D. Pp. 432. New York: The Macmillan Company. 1897.
This work was awarded the Alvarenga Prize of the College

of Physicians of Philadelphia, 1897.
It is an exhaustive monograph on the subject of aphasia and

contains chapters on the history, general analysis and concep-
tion of aphasia, describes the different varieties under the
head of motor aphasia, sensory aphasia, subcortical sensory
aphasia, total aphasia and chapters on the diagnosis, etiology,
morbid anatomy, treatment and medico-legal aspects.
This monograph will long stand as one of the most valuable

contributions yet made on this subject.
A Manual of Hygiene and Sanitation. By Seneca Egbert, A.M.,
M.D. Illustrated with 63 Engravings. Pp. 368. Philadel-
phia and New York: Lea Bros. Company. 1898.
This is a fair epitome of the existing state of the hygiene of

the day with the exception of the chapter on quarantine, which,
being taken from an unfair and misleading chapter on the
subject in Roh\l=e'\'sText-Book on Hygiene, is to that extent
inadequate.
Transactions of the Section of Laryngology and Otology of the Amer-
ican Medical Association at the Forty-eighth Annual Meet-
ing held in Philadelphia, June 1-4,1897. Pp. 363. Chicago:
American Medical Association Press. 1898.
This volume consists of reprints on extra paper of the papers

read in the Section on Laryngology and Otology at the Phila-
delphia meeting of the Association. The volume is handsomely
printed and it is needless to say that the illustrations present
a better appearance than they do in the current number of the
Journal on account of the difference in the paper.
These Section books are becoming more and more popular

each year, as they preserve in convenient form the special
papers of the Section, without other matter.
The Johns Hopkins Hospital Reports. Report in Gynecology. 4to.
Pp. 136. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press. 1898.
The contents of this volume are: 1. A Critical Review of

1700 Cases of Abdominal Sections from the Standpoint of
Intraperitoneal Drainage, by J. D. Clark, M.D. 2. The Eti-
ology and Structure of True Vaginal Cysts, by James Ernest
Stokes, M.D.
These high class observations are of great value to the med-

ical profession and highly creditable to the authors. The
possessor of a series of these reports, seven volumes of which
have been issued, is to be envied as having at his hand a large
share of all that is best in American experimental medicine
and surgery.
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